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Vor. XXIV. 


THE oF CANKER. 


Mr. Noél Pillers’ paper upon this subject, which 
we print to-day, has the interest always possessed 
by independent work upon a difficult question, and 
perhaps something more. Every veterinary surgeon 
knows how troublesome and unsatisfactory the 
treatment of canker is; and though the paper con- 
tains no revolutionary innovation, it does introduce 
a modification of technique which may prove of real 
value. The drugs used, and the general line of 
freatment adopted—including the principle of ap- 
plying the dressings with pressure—are all well 

own. The. exact mechanical device used to 
obtain pressure—the hard rolls of tow of varying 
thicknesses—is new, so far as we know; and it 
certainly seems to permit a more firm and even 
pressure than would be gained by more haphazard 
methods of packing the foot. Certainly, also, the 
treatment has been exceptionally successful in the 
hands of the few who have yet tried it. Whether 
it will be equally successful, when practised by a 
larger number, is open to question. 

It is at least possible that a great deal of the 
success which has hitherto attended the treatment 
has been due to the care and thoroughness with 
which all its details were carried out. The paper 
itself contains ample indirect evidence of this. Mr. 
Pillers requires “ absolute foot restraint, preferably 
by means of stocks,”’ and he emphasises the neces- 
sity for “plenty of uninterrupted time and a strong 
liking for thoroughness.” Lack of these desiderata 
has accounted for much failure in the past, and will 
probably cause much more in the future. Many 
cases are treated—often unavoidably—with inade- 
quate means of restraint and with but scant allow- 
ance of time. It remains to be seen whether these 
eases will derive much benefit from Mr. Pillers’ 
methods applied with less than Mr. Pillers 
thorofighness. 

Still, the paper is a distinctly valuable one; and 
should set many men working afresh upon the 
treatment of canker. It is suggestive in various 
directions ; for Mr. Pillers’ remarks upon the use 


of.strong caustics are worth noting, and some of|P° 


his observations upon the incidence of canker are 
interesting. 


It is curious, for instance, that canker should be 
held to be increasing in the North Midlands, while 
it is generally regarded as decreasing in London. 
In every respect the paper well deserves study, 
and will ensure its author a future welcome at the 
Central Society. ; 


A VetTerrary History. 


A’ Veterinary History of the late War in South 
Africa will shortly be published by this Journal. 
The intention is to issue it as a supplement fort- 
nightly, or as opportunity occurs. It will be 
consecutively paged, and detached for the purpose 
of binding. The history will be divided into parts, 
and arrangements for the production of Part T. 
are now completed. i 


Tue or THE RoyaL Veterinary CoLLEGE 
To GOVERNMENT AnD. 


It is well known that the Governors of the Royal 
Veterinary College are endeavouring to obtain a 
grant from Government sufficient to place the 
oldest of our schools upon a firm financial basis. 
One might suppose that all veterinary surgeons, and 
especially all old Camden Town students, would 
wish the attempt success. Unhappily that is not 
quite the case. It has occurred to one successful 
practitioner that the present crucial period. in the 
history of the Royal eee College is the best 
of all moments for an endeavour to mend his old 
school according to his own liking—or end it. Bo 
much, at least, is clear from the otherwise some- 
what incoherent address of which Mr. Henry Gray 
unexpectedly delivered himself before the Central 
Veterinary Society at its last meeting, and which 
appears in another column of this issue. 

t is true that the address commences with a 
profession of agreement that “the Royal Veterinary 
College should receive liberal financial aid from the 
State,” but this tribute to convention might very 
well have been omitted. Its insincerity becomes 
patent when we read what follows; for the sub- 
stance of the address amounts to a proposal that the 
College shall be crippled as far as may be, and 
starved out of existence if possible—unless the 
Governors can and will remodel it on lines sug- 
gested and apparently considered practicable by 
Mr. Henry Gray. We are asked, “ Are we going to 
meekly allow the College to obtain this grant from 
the Government and then to continue this competi- 
tion, unfair now, because we when students sup- 
rted the College to exist ?""—and it is difficult to 
interpret this not particularly scholarly sentence 
otherwise than as a trumpet-call to arms. The 


next sentence contains the modest proposal that 
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the Central Society should send a deputation to the 
Board of Agriculture—presumably to oppose “ this 
grant,” of which Mr. Gray has previously professed 
approval. And finally we are Sisgusditonliy told that 
“The Royal Veterinary College is no longer a 
necessary institution to the country, as there are 
several other self-supporting ones that do not enter 
into competition with the practitioners.” It might 
fairly be asked how many of our schools do not 
compete with practitioners, and whether any one 
can justly be called self-supporting at all. But 
these and various other statements in the address 
will be subject matter for criticism at the Central 
7. next meeting. The sentences above are 
quoted now simply to show their author's attitude 
towards the Royal Veterinary College. 

Di<cussion upon this precious “ address” stands 
adjourned to Thursday next, when there will be 
ample opportunity for testing the accuracy of its 
assertions, the consistence of its arguments, and the 
nature of the motive underlying the whole. In the 
meantime, it is well that all should know how prepon- 
derant a part the Camden Town College—the:very 
existence of which we are asked to regard as im- 
material to the profession and the nation, unless it 
can be conducted to meet the approval of a few 
veterinary surgeons who choose to practise in its 
vicinity—still plays in veterinary education. Fortu- 
nately such demonstration is easy. One of the 
recent additions to the Register of the R.C.V.S. is 
@ list of the members who have graduated during 
the preceding twelve months, and in this list the 
School from which each member graduated is indi- 


cated. The list first appeared in the Register of; 


1908, and has been continued since. The following 
table, compiled from the Registers shows the num- 
ber of graduates which each school has turned 
out, in each separate year and during the whole 
period :— 


1907. 1908. 19¢9. 1910. Total 


London 8 22 42 35 19 153 
Dublin 11 13 20 20 £24 88 
Edinburgh 22 12 17 21 15 87 
Liverpoo 8 2 7 9 9 35 
Glasgow 3 6 7 8 5 29 


79 «55 93 93 72 392 


Thus, during the last five years, the London 
College has given us more than three-eighths of the 
new members of the profession. The individual 
figures fluctuate considerably from year to year; 
and in two of the years of the period, viz., 1907 and 
1909, London supplied more graduates than any 
two of the other Colleges. Again, in either of these 
two years, if we exclude the School which is second 
to London for that year (Edinburgh in 1907 and 
Dublin in 1909) we shall find that London supplied 
more graduates than the other three put together. 
Still, if we take the full five years’ totals, we do 
not find that London a any two other 
Colleges together; for Dublin and Edinburgh, 
with a combined total of 175, somewhat exceed the 
London one of 153. 


But Dublin, Liverpool, and Glasgow combined 
only total 152 for the five years; and E linburgh, 
Liverpool, and Glasgow combined only 151, while 
London alone totals 153. Thus London, in the 
last five years, has turned out more men than the 
three other Colleges in Great Britain put together. 
Fonnded 120 years ago, it remains by far the most 
potent factor in British veterinary education to-day; 
and whoever affirms it to be “no longer a neces- 
sary institution to the oe * ean only be con- 
gratulated upon his hardihood. 


DIFFICULT CASE OF PARTURITION IN 
A CLYDESDALE MARE. 


On Thursday morning the 18th inst. we—my son 
and myself—were called to Mr. Saul Miller's, of 
Aspatria Hall, to assist an aged Clydesdale mare to 
foal. On examination both hock joints and the tail 
were found presented at the brim of the pelvis of 
the mare, with the foal lying on its off side trans- 
versely, in fact the position was exactly similar to 
that in the photo. After a good deal of work a 
strong cord was passed round the lower or off hock 
joint and gradually manipulated down the shank to 
the pastern joint, the upper or near leg was treated 
in the same way, and then by pressing the hock of 
the off or under leg below the body of the foal and 
forward—a jolly hard bit of work, the foot was got 
over the brim of the pelvis bones into the vaginal 
passage; the other leg was handled in a similar 
manner, and both hind feet pulled out to the hocks. 
At this stage the foetus stuck and would not move; 
further examination proved that there was plenty 
of room, and no obstruction could be felt as far as 
could be reached, but from previous similar cases I 
concluded that the head was turned back over the 
shoulder, and this proved to be the case on delivery 
(see photo). A good strong rope was fixed above 
both hock joints and the other end of the rope tied 
to a post, and as the mare was lying down on her 
near side and refused to stand on her feet a moment, 
the lower end of the post was fixed firmly on the 
ground, and the upper end pulled carefully and 
steadily back and down, when the fotus moved 
gradually into the passage. The bent head pressin 
against the brim of the pelvis of the mother provec 
to be the obstruction: by steady leverage the head 
and neck were straightened out, and delivery accom- 
plished, but immediately after delivery the head fell 
back into its original position (see photo). It will 
be seen that the face of the foal is concave on the 
lower or near side to correspond with the bend of 
the ribs, in which position lt had been developed, 
whilst the off or upper side of the face is convex. 
The time occupied in delivery was one hour forty 
minutes and the mare rallied wonderfully, but 24 
hours after she began to sicken, and succumbed 
about fifty hours after the operation. She was 
seventeen days overdue of her usual time, was 
twenty years old, and had always been a 
breeder. 
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As the foal seemed to me to be a monster for 
size I had it weighed and measured and photo- 
graphed, and here are the particulars :— 

Length from poll to head of tail ins. 50 


Round the girth 334 
Length of head from poll to nose 18 
From withers to foot 44 
From hip to foot 40 
Round stifle joint 224 
Round hind shank 6 
Round fore shank 53 
Weight 156 lb. 


My reason for recarding the case is that 1 think 
the weight and measurements will about constitute 
‘a record. According to Fleming’s Obstetrics the 
weight of a foal runs from 31 to 55 kilogrammes, or 
about 68 lb. to 121 lb., whilst the only measure- 
ments named for the foal is length 34 feet. 

The foal was photographed lying on the top of a 
sheep rack. Note the beautiful pastern joints, it 
was by a well-bred horse. 

Henry THOMPSON, M.R.C.V.8. 


Aspatria, April 22nd. 


AN IMPROVED METHOD IN THE TREATMENT 
OF CANKER OF THE HORSE'S FOOT. 


By A. W. Priers, F.R.c.v.s. 


I must first thank yes for the honour you have done 
me by consenting to listen to the follwing short mage. 
The treatment which I am about to describe was first 
related to me by Mr. J. B. Chadwick, m.R.c.v.s., of 
Messrs. J. and A. Lawsons, of Manchester, last year 
when I was stationed at Sheffield. In addition to giving 
me particulars of the treatment, the above gen 


kindly came over to Sheffield and dressed a case which 
was placed at our disposal by a colleague who does not 
desire publicity. From that time the treatment was 
applied by other practitioners in the town with excellent 
results. Although it is extremely unwise to make any 
statements wi bh regard to the discovery of a method of 
treatment without a very careful and systematic survey 
of the literature of the subject, 1 am going to be bold 
enough to place it on record that we are indebted to 
Mr. Chadwick for this treatment until it is proved that 
the*credit belongs to someone else. The general opinion 
prevailing in the North Midlands some five or six a 
ago was that canker of the horse’s foot was greatly on 
the increase and that it was practically incurable. I 
shared that opinion, after extensive reading, and practis- 
ing the various recognised methods of treatment. The 
application of German, French, Swiss and Dutch 
methods did not give at all satisfactory results. Con- 
sidering the seriousness of the disease it occurred to me 
that a committee composed of specialists in histology, 
bacteriology, pathology and clinical sursery supported 
financially by owners of commercial horses was a thing 
to be desired. I regret very much that I have been 
unable to go carefully into the literature of the subject, 
but the lack of a complete library is my excuse. I have, 
however, appended a list of the works which I have 
been able to consult. A consideration of the evolution 
of ideas concerning canker treatment during the last 
fifty years would form an interesting article in itself. 
There are many very good accounts of the disease in the 
various text books and periodicals, and many authors 
have affirmed specific medicants and methods of dress- 
ing. The objection to most of these specifics is that 
other experimenters have not had the same results, and 
that in those cases where cures have been effected the 
time taken and cost of treatment have greatly reduced 
their real value. I trust the number of cases, treated by 
different clinicians, mentioned later on, will save the 
method about to be described from a similar fate. I wish 
to leave out of consideration altogether the important 
subjects of etiolory and symptomatology and consider 


only the therapeutics of the disease. I hope to gather a 
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~ deal from the discussion, and J would only ask 
ose who fee] inclined to offer adverse criticism to be 
certain that they have given every detail of the treat- 
ment a fair trial. 


Apparatus 


This consists of (1) a plain flat shoe not too wide in 
the web and rather long at the heels, with a slightly 
seated foot surface to allow the insertion of iron cross 
pieces after the shoe has been nailed on ; (2) cross pieces 
of soft iron, two or three in number, sha somewhat 
like a letter U with the arms bent outwards. The width 
should be about one inch, the metal must be soft so that 
it will bend under the hammer and remain in the desired 
| cecegrr?, (3) a strong linen bandage to envelope the 
oot ; (4) a small ointment pot containing pure carbolic 
acid ; (5) a box of woun wder containing as its 
active principle iodoform ; (6) smiths tools, foot knives, 
dressing forceps, probes and spatula ; (7) absolute foot 
restraint, preferably by means of stocks; (8) a large 
number of hard rolls of tow ranging in cross section 
from that of a wheat straw up to that of a man’s thunb, 
these are best made by rolling tow tightly on a board 
or table top. More important than these articles are 
plenty of uninterrupted time, and a strong liking for 
thoroughness. The two feet before you show most of 
the features of the treatment. 


MEraop. 
-Mr. Caulton Reeks, in an article on this subject in his 


- book on the diseases of the horse’s foot, says that the 
- principles of treatment to be observed are as follows :— 


(I) The removal of all the horn overlying infected 
portions of the keratogenous membrane. 
(II) The application of an antiseptic not too power- 
fully caustic in its action. 
(III) Frequent changes of the dressing in order to 
insecure a maintenance of antisepsis. 
(IV) The application of an adequate pressure t the 
‘exposed soft structures. 
He then goes on to describe Mr. Malcolm’s method of 
treatment as the most satisfactory, although it fails to 


’ satisfy the second and fourth of these important postu- 
- lates. The hot iron is a most powerful caustic, and the 
method of dressing does not secure adequate pressure. 


As far as I can see at present the best inethou of ful- 


Recorp or Cases TREATED BY Messrs. Apson, CHADWICK AND Laycock. 


filling the desired principles is that devised by Mr. Chad- 
wick. After removal of the shoe the foot is subjected to 
some softening process. Bran poultices or the toot bath 
answer the purpose well. The bearing surface of the 
wall is then reduced as far as possible, and the healthy 
horn of the sole and frog carefully thinned well beyond 
the points at which separations are likely to be found 
Starting at the lowest point when the solar surface of 
the foot is in a vertica] plane all the under-run horn is. 
removed until blood just appears at the union of dis- 
eased and healthy structures. It is important to pay 
especial attention to the junctions of frog and sole, sole 
and wall, and cleft of frog. Should the diseased process 
extend np the wall then the inner aspect of it must be 
removed so as to allow the hard rolls of tow to be packed 
firmly in. After removing all the separated horn with 
as little hemorrhage as possible, the diseased parts are 
cleansed with pledgets of tow, and the whole smeared 
with pure carbolic acid. If there are no lesions up the 
wall or above the bearing surface of the shoe, this 
can now be nailed on. The diseased area is then covered 
with the wound powder and the hard rolls of tow are 
firmly packed in, starting with those of small diameter 
and gradually increasing the size Extra long 
rolls will bave to be used in the lateral and median 
lacunee, so that the pressure may not be lacking behind 
the influence of the shoe. Rolls of tow are heaped up 
until they stand well out from the plane of the sole. 
The two or three cross irons are then applied and ham- 
mered down until firm and even pressure is obtained, 
Animals often go slightly lame after this process. -After 
two or three dressings, animals are generally too restive 
fur a shoeing smith to hold. A couple of rolls of tow 
across the posterior aspect, covered by a tight bandage 
finishes the dressing. Care must be taken to sée that 
there is not a lack of ure in the region of the wall, 
as this predisposes to lamina] infection. 1 
At-the second dressing the above process has to be 
repeated. The chief point to be observed is the removal 
of all cheesy material and horn which may appear normal 
but yet is under-run. Failure to respond to treatment of 
any area always indicates some error in obtaining pres- 
sure or in removing a sufficiency of horn. A ¢ase con- 
tined to the frog, its junction with the sole and the 
region of the bars will require other day 
for a fortnight, after which it should treated every 


third day. The future progress of the case will be ind 
ative of its requirements. pom 


Consecu- Subject. Affected Treatment Treatment Duration ~ Remarks.- 
’ tive No. limb. commenced. terminated. weeks. 
1. B.H. off hind — — 6—7 _ Ist case treated by this method 
2 No.3324C.H. nearhind dJan.25,'10 Feb.8, 2 
3. No. 8073 B.H. ij Feb. 24, Mar. 30, 5 
4. No. 8164 Br.H. Mar. 15, Mar. 29, 2 
5. No. 4316 B.H. Aug. 26, Sep. 24, Injured in stocks and sold.--- 
6. No.1644 BM. in Aug. 30, Sep. 25, — Sold, aged and severe case. 
No. 2641 B.H. Jan. 16, May 3, 
8. Br.M. both hind — 8 
9. B.H. te 8 
10.  No.6793Gr.H. nearhind April 12, April 26, 2 
1l.. No.7586B.H. near fore July 7, July 30, 3 Has broken out 3 times, and 
treated for 3 weeks each time 
12. No.2886B.H. nearhind' Nov. 3, Dec. 25, 74 
14. B.H. off hind 
15.  No.8741B.H. nearhind Jan. 20,12 Feb. 24,12 5 No relapse to date. 
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‘ Although I do not wish to make a point of it in this 
paper itis easy to recognise different clinical pictures of 
canker, There is (1) thrush leading to canker; (2) 
cheesy canker commonly seen after injuries to the foot ; 
(3) canker with excessive proliferation, and (4) a form 
of canker seen only in mares in Holland and in those 
animals with soft callosities the prognosis is bad. 


 Reoorps or Cases. 

_ The following records of cases have been kindly fur- 
nished by Messrs J. Abson, F.R.c.v.s.; J. B. Chadwick, 
M.R-C.V.8, and R. H. Laycock, M.r.c.v.s., and I am in- 
debted to them for permission to publish their results. 

Mr. J. B. Coapwiok, Manchester. The data concern- 
Mr. Chadwick’s cases is most meagre, no notes having 
been taken at the time because it was not anticipated 
that they would be of any value. 

It is interesting to note that out of 15 cases in the 
above list 13 animals were geldings and 13 were affected 
on the hind limbs, and of these 10 on the near hind, 2 
on both hind and 2 0n the off hind, so that the near 
hind limb was involved in 12 cases out of 15, and the 
near fore only once. Of 15 consecutive cases 12 were 
completely and permanently cured in periods ranging 
from 2 to 15$ weeks with an average duration of just 
over six weeks, One case had relapes, and 2 were treated 
for about a month and then sold. : 

Mr. J. Apson, Sheffield. The notes concerning six 
consecutive cases occurring in the above gentleman’s 
practice have been furnished by Mr. R. H. Laycock, 
M.R.C.V.8, They are somewhat fuller than the last 
ray Nu will perhaps be more interesting if quoted 
in full. 

Case 1. Swhject.--A seven-year old chestnut Shire 
gelding. 

History.—Had been at work on a farm seven miles 
from town. The frogs had been noticed to be affected 
for about twelve months. The diseased horn had 
periodically been removed and the cankered areas dressed 
with creosote. The disease was, however slowly extend- 
ing. The feet were seen and dressed by Mr. Pillers and 
treatment was then seriously undertaken. 

Lesions.—Both hind feet affected. The near was at- 
tacked on the whole frog and bars and one-third of sole ; 
wall at outside heel just diseased. The off foot had only 
the frog diseased. 

Treatment.—As above described commenced on 
22/9/11 and terminated 2/12/11 a period of 10 weeks 
with a total of 27 dressings. These were applied 3 times 
a week up to 25/10/11 when the whole of the soles and 
frogs were normal. The feet have been examined weekly 
but there has been no relapse. 

Remarks.—The animal was dressed in stocks, lame- 
ness after dressing (due to pressure) was marked for the 
—. three weeks but after this the animal resumed 
work, 

Case 11. Subject.—A five years old ber shire gelding. 

History.—The animal went lame and the horsekeeper 
noticed a discharge from the clefts of the frogs which he 
thought was thrush and treated it with astringent lotion. 

Lesvons.—On paring down the frogs all four were 
found to be completely affected. 

Treatment.—Was commenced on 5/12/11 and termin- 
ated on 24/1/12 a period of 7 weeks with a total of 16 
dressings. 

Remarks.--This animal was dressed without the aid 
of stocks and was at work during treatment. 

Case III. Subject.—A ten years old bay cart mare. 

History.—The animal was sent to the yard on account 
of lameness when the extent of the disease was dis- 
covered, 

Lesions.—The frog, bars, and about two-thirds of the 
sole of the off hind limb were badly affected. 

Treatment.—Was commencei on 7/12/11 and lasted 
until 16/2/12 a period of about 10.weeks. The number 
of dressings given was 24. 


Remarks.—This animal was dressed in stocks and 
went to work about a month after the commencement 
of treatment. 

Case IV. Subject.—A fourteen years old bay shire 
gelding. 

History.—None. 

Lesions.—The near hind foot was affected at the f 
bars, sole, up to the wall to the coronet at the insi 
quarter. 

Treatment.—Was commenced on 11/1/12 merely to 
satisfy the owner and after 9 dressings the animal was 
destroyed. 

Remarks.—It was so difficult to get the desired pres- 
sure that it is ae possible that an unsatisfactory ter- 
mination would have been experienced even had one 
determined to continue treatment. 

Case V. Subject.—An eight years old shire gelding. 

History.—The animal had n fired and blistered 
and turned out to grass for three months when he was 
noticed to be lame and was presented for treatment. 

Lesions.—Both near feet affected, the fore on the f 
and the hind on the frog, bars, and about one-third o 
the sole. 

Treatment.—Was commenced on 23/1/12. The near 
frog has healed completely and the hind limb is doing 
very satisfactorily. 

emarks.—The case is still under treatment (29/2/12) 
which is carried out in stocks. Judging from previous 
cases a cure can be safely prognosticated. 

a Case VJ. Subject—A twelve years old black cart 
orse. 

History.—Purchased by owner who knew it was 
affected. 

Lesions.—Near fore and hind frogs completely affected 

Treatment.—Was commenced on 1/2/12 and asnongh 
still (29/2/12) being treated, in stocks he is sure to e 

good recovery, as it is making such rapid p 


a rogress. 

Remarks.—The animal has remained at work through- 
out treatment. 

Mr. Abson’s cases reported by Mr. Laycock do not 
allow as yet (3/3/12) of any very definite conclusions. 
Out of six consecutive cases 5 were geldings. It would 
seem safe to regard 5 of the cases as cured in an average 

riod of 8 to 10 weeks. (Mr. Laycock has informed me 
ater that cases V. and VI. were cured). To these records 
there could be added five cases occurring in another 
practice and three which I successfully treated myself. 


ConcLUSIONS. 


The first point which strikes one on reading a report 
on canker cures is that ibly the writer has been 
dealing with bad cases of thrush or some other more 
or less simple condition. It can be confidentially stated 
however that the cases mentioned in this paper were 
beyond doubt typical examples of the disease. 

1. Of 21 consecutive cases where treatment was 
undertaken 17 were cured, 1 had relapses, and 3 were 
not cured. The period of treatment was comparatively 
short (6 to 10 weeks) and after 2 to 3 weeks many of the 
animals resumed work, only losing the time during which 
their feet were being dressed, throughout the remainder 
of treatment. : 

2. Of 21 recorded cases 18 were gies and 18 
animals were attacked on the hind limbs (some on the 
front ones as well); 11 cases were confined to the near 
hind foot alone. Although the number of cases is small 
these points may be of some service in considering the 
cause of the disease. If it is admitted that canker is 
more prevalent than formerly, and that peat moss on 
uneven floors retains decomposing urine, which may 
have injurious effects upon horn, then the apparent in- 
crease in prevalence of the disease and the comparative 
susceptibility of the hind limbs, especially the near one 
of singe can be explained on grounds of anatomy and 
stable habits. 
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3. Itis eotife and indeed likely that future experi- culty in heoatiiing. Post-mortem, a large number 
0 


that dressings not so concentrated, and 


the above method with one where the hot iron and 


of grey soft nod 
Co f treated by | * that of a potato, of roundish, flattened, or parti- 

Ligh | ally cauliflower-like shape, were found upon the 
serous covering of the rumen, liver, and spleen. 


es, from the size of a hazel-nut 


edicants h h is found to be 
They showed numerous purulent centres, in which 


the superior in many ways, the chief of which are 
(1) ease of application, (2) reliability, and (3) the short 
time that an animal is off work. It would further appear 


that the continued use of strong eager | agents such | ally the tongue and jaw, were intact. 
acids were | considers that infection must have resulted from 

some foreign body, perhaps a beard of corn, pene- 

trating the gastric wall and so carrying the fun 


as chloride of antimony and the mine 


contra-indicated. 
4. Pressure has long been recognised as a very im- 


the microscope revealed actinomyces. 


The remaining organs, the pleura, pe 
e author 


rtant principle in canker treatment, and it is ible 
th: a Yee to the peritoneum. Rasmusen and Jensen say that 


that cases treated successfully by other methods have 
been really cured by unconsciously obtaining the re- 


this form of actinomycosis is not rare in Denmark. 


quisite pressure. The success of strong antiseptics and | —(Berliner Tier. Woch.). 


pressure would seem to indicate that possibly the direct 
cause may be some form of microbic infection of already 
abnormal tissue, so secreted on account of the absence 
of a certain degree of pressure from the keratogenous 
cells. This may explain the negative results in inocula- 
tion experiments. 
the production of physiological secretions, and some 


THROMBOSIS OF THE PosTERIOR AorTA IN A BITOH. 


Although thromboses of the posterior aorta are 


fairly common in the horse and ox, there are few 
ressure plays an important réle in| records of them in the dog. 


Ball now records (Journal de Méd. Vét. et de 


pathological conditions are cured by its application, | Zoot.) the case of a nine-year-old bitch which, a 


e.g. milk fever. 


month before being shown to him, had manifested 


5. I think it may be safely said that canker of the} 
: : : disturbances of locomotion which appeared to be 
frog and sole is curable in 4 to 8 weeks with about half situated in the hind-quarters. From that moment, 


this amount of total rest. 
Lirerature Consottep>—Text Books. 


and disease. 1st Edition Book 6, p. 381. 


——— became more and more difficult. At 


ast the bitch sank upon her hind-quarters, rested 


Axx, Prof. J. W. The Horse, its treatment in health |, that position for a few moments, and was then 
able to resume progression, but soon sank again. 


2. Don, Fintay. Veterinary Medicines—Macqueen. 10th , 
Edition. 1901, p. 728. _ The symptoms are analogous to those seen in throm- 
8. Frrzwryoram, Lieut.-Gen. Sir F. Horses and Stables. | hoses of the posterior aorta in the horse and ox. 
Edition. 1901. p. 505. Finally, locomotion became almost impossible; and 
- Guonce. Veterinary Surgery—Macqueen | +1, dog, practically paraplegic, was brought into 
and Williams. 2nd Edition. 1903. p. 686. 408, P YP piegic, 
5. Jowert, W. Notes on Blood Serum Therapy. Ist] the infirmary of the Lyons School, where she died 
Edition. 1907. p. 182. ; five days later. 
6. ——— oe” J. Lectures on Veterinary Surgery.| Post-mortem, the posterior aorta was found to be 
She Bees Decker. 1941. thrombosed. The thrombus, partially occluding 
p. 401. the lumen of the aorta, was from 6 to 7 centimetres 
8. Moxzer and Dotzar. Regional Surgery. 1903. p. 815. | (2 2-5ths to 2 4-th inches) long and 1 centimetre 
9. aes, Coane. Diseases of the Horse’s Foot. 1906.!(4-10th inch) in diameter, and terminated at its 
posterior extremity by a rather fine point. 
H. Elementary Veterinary Lectures. 1895. |" ‘Phe abdominal aorta and the terminal portion of 
Dae Prnzoprcats. the thoracic aorta were completely obliterated by 


another thrombus, red-brown in colour, firm in 


1. Journal of Comparative Pathology and The tics. : : : 
from | consistence, and with a fairly regular surface. 


Vols. xv.-xxiv. Vol. xxm., p. 364. Abstract from 
the Journ. de Med. Vet. et de Zootech. Vol. lxi. of 


Short branches projected from the thombus into 


an article by Prof. Leblanc. Vol. xxtv., p- 154. | the principal arteries issuing from the aorta. 


Abstract from the Schweitzer Archiv fiir Tierheil- 
kunde. Vol. lii. of an article by M. Burgi. 
2. Veterinary Journal. Vols. xvi.-xviii. New Series. 
Vol. xvr. 1909. p. 25. Sandcrack and Canker. 


Ball made a most minute histological examination, 


but discovered no true atheromatous lesion. The 
only lesions existing were arterio-sclerotic ones of 


G. Mayall. Vol. xvm. 1910. p. 373. A new treat- | chronic aortitis.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


ment for: anker. Prof. Hoffman, Stuttgart. 
8. Veterinary Record. Vols. xx.-xxiii. Vol. xxr. 1908- 

1909. p.4. Notes on the Treatment of Canker of 

the Horse’s Foot. A. McCarmick. Vol. xxm. 

1910-1911. p. 357. Canker of the Sole—Pecus. 
4. Veterinary News. Vols. vi.-viii. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 
PERITONEAL ACTINOMYCOSIS IN THE Ox. 
Emmanelli, of Fano, records (La Clin. Vet.) a 
case of this nature. The subject, a cow, was very 


emaciated. No fever was present; but the pulse 
was small and frequent, and the cow showed diff- 


A Diet 1n ExPERIMENTAL NEPHRITIS. 


Theohari reports (Presse Médicale) some import- 
ant researches upon this question. His observa- 
tions have been made upon dogs in which experi- 
mental] nepbritis had n induced, the disease 
being manifested by albuminuria and cylindrical 
casts in the urine. These animals, affected with 

ve renal lesions, succumbed rapidly if they were 
ed upon meat, but were able to survive for a long 
time if [they were placed upon a vegetable diet. 
This is the main result of the author's researches. 

At the commencement, the nephritic dogs showed 
a large amount (0-5 to 2 grammes to the litre) of 
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albumen in the urine. Under the influence of a 
vegetable diet, this quantity of albumen diminished 
greatly ; hydruria became established: and the sedi- 
ment now only contained a few cylindrical casts. 
In becoming chronic, therefore, these cases of 
nephritis evoluted towards the type of atrophic 
nephritis of man. Anatomically, alterations of the 
same nature as those of human atrophic nephritis 
were seen, viz., atrophic glomerulitis, enlargement 
of the calibre of the tubules with reduction in the 
thickness of their epithelium and interstitial pro- 
liferation of connective tissue. If, however, in 
these dogs which tolerated their nephritis, a fleshy 
diet was substituted for a vegetable one, symptoms 
of uremia rapidly supervened and the animals 
succumbed in a very few days (from 1 to 3 days in 
8 cases out of 9 experiments). This toxicity of 
flesh food is equally marked in the case of either 
roasted or boiled flesh. 

The evolution of the nephritic process is quite 
different if the dogs are kept upon a flesh diet at 
the commencement. In these cases the quantity 
of albumen becomes enormous (up to 15 grammes 
to the litre); the sediment, by its abundance and 
its composition, shows degeneration and intense 
desquamation of the renal tubes ; uremic symptoms 
appear rapidly, and the animals succumb in a few 
days. Histologically, glomerular hyperemia with 
tumefaction of the endothelium is found. The 
majority of the convoluted tubes are affected with 
necrosis of their epithelium ; in other points, the 
‘epithelial elements are less massively affected, and 
present every variety of cellular alteration. 

All this shows the highly toxic character of a 
flesh diet in the course of nephritis in a normally 
carnivorous animai, such as the dog. From this 
point of view there is no sensible difference between 
raw and cooked meat. It is possible that a flesh 
diet in nephritis also produces alterations in other 
organs; but the renal lesions which were demon- 
strated were alone sufficient to cause the death of 
the animals.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) ~ 

W. R. Cz 


= 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting of Council was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, W.C., on Tuesday, April 23rd, and the 
following members were present: Messrs. Banham, 
Barrett, Col. Sir F. Duck, Sir John M‘Fadyean, Mulvey, 
Prof. Shave, Slocock, and Villar. 

Mr. W. Freeman Barrett being a Vice-President, was 

e minutes of the vious special meeting were 
read and confirmed. 
- Mr. Vrizar then proposed that the alterations made 
-in Bye-laws 56 to 87, passed at the previous special 
meeting, be now confirmed. 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyYEan seconded the motion, and, on 
being put to the meeting, it was carried unanimously. 

This concluded the business. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on March 2ist, the President, J. W. 
Brittlebank, ., Manchester, in the chair. The attend- 
ance included Messrs. McKinna, Faulkner, Woods, 
Wolstenholme, Taylor, Norbury, Munro, jun., Carter, 
Turner, Holroyd, Stent, Garnett, 
Sumner, Pillers, Ellis, Mattinson, Wilson, Whitehead, 
Locke, Michaelis, and Spreull. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Packman, Edwards, and Clarkson. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
= ~ proposal of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 

‘aylor. 

r. T. O. RicHARDSON, F.R.C.V.S., Tarporley, and Mr. 
J. P. HEYEs, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan, were duly elected mem- 
bers of the Association. 

Mr. HaYHuRST, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Blackburn, and 
Mr. RicuMonD, junr., M.R.c.v.s., Oldham, were nomi- 
nated for membership by the President and Mr. Stent 
respectively. 

REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CounciL N.V.A. 


This matter had previously been discussed and re- 
ferrred to the Council of the Association for considera- 
tion and report. The Secretary submitted their recom- 
mendation, to the effect that Messrs. Brittlebank, Sten 
J. H. Carter, Packman, and Locke (ex-officio) be elec 
as representatives from the Lancashire V.M.A. 

Mr. TayLor moved that this recommendation be 
adopted. Mr. Garnett seconded, and it was carried. 

Members in Arrear. The Council recommended that 
the names of three members whose subscriptions are in 
arrear be struck off the roll. Mr. Locke proposed that 
this be done, Mr. Carter seconded, and it was carried. 

International Congress, 1914. The Council advise 
that an annual subscription of five guineas for the 
years 1912, 1913, and 1914 be sent. Mr. Lawson moved 
that this be done. 

Mr. GARNETT, as Treasurer to the Congress, thanked 
the Association for making this recommendation. The 
oe nen had probably the greatest undertaking it ever 

ad since it had been organised. The International 
Cnegras of 1914 will require energy from every Society 
in the land as well as every member of the profession. 
Sir John M‘Fadyean has been successful in obtain- 
ing substantial financial support from nine other mem- 
bers of the profession to the extent of £100 each, and 
he (Mr. Garnett) was pleased to say that Lancashire 
and their Association was not unrepresented in the ten. 
This should be an example as to what the rank and file 
should be pre todo. Sacrifices would be required 
from all Af the undertaking is to be carried through as 
all Britishers will expect it to be. Those who had attended 
the Congresses held abroad could testify to the princely 
way in which they were entertained. He realised that 
this year was a great one for the Lancashire V.M.A. in 
its Jubilee year, but felt that the members would not 
forget also the International Congress. He had pleasure 
in seconding the proposal. This was carried. 


MECHANICAL LAMENESS. 


Mr. TaYLor opened a discussion on this subject. He 
referred to a report in The Veterinary R of . 
23rd, 1911, of the proceeding of a poe of the Southern 
Counties Veterinary ony which included a paper by 
Col. L. J. Blenkinsop on “ The possibility of preventing 
the present conflict of veterinary evidence in police 
court cases.” In the discussion which followed, Mr. 
Burt, Brighton, is reported to have said, “if an animal 

suffering 


with short tendons was to go lame it must be 
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pain.” Mr. Taylor said the question is whether such; There are ane, wags of Snging. whether a horse is 
conditions as were unders by the term lameness|in pain or not. You see a horse which has contractions 

such as described, the flexor tendons and fore limbs 


could exist in a horse without the animal suffering pain. 
Apparently Mr. Burt thought that all lame horses should 


rigid, without any signs of heat or pain on pressure, and 
that horse must.go with interference of action, yet there 


not be worked. He (Mr. Taylor) had looked up one or ; horse 1 t 
i are indications that the animal does not suffer pain. 


two cases in which the R.S.P.C.A. were prosecutors and 


Mr. Lawson said he had seen many cases of lameness 


where the defence was that of mechanical lameness | _ ] 
with absolute freedom from pain. He was afraid that|in which he thought the horses did not suffer pain. 
Such cases could only be judged by symptoms. In acute 


when giving evidence in police courts and other courts 
veterinary surgeons were apt to be rather too dogmatic. 
Instances arise where one says such a condition of 
things exist and another says they do not, with the 
result that the magistrates are in a quandary, and some- 

times have to act as arbitrators between the two. Con- 

clusions should not be too hastily drawn. He could 
name cases where he could not say the animals were 
fit for work, but when turned out in the morning were 
absolutely sound. In one such case where lameness had 
yam: wa | suddenly the opposing veterinary surgeon 
had stated the cause of lameness to be ringbone, but it 
turned out to be a pricked foot, from shoeing. The shoe 
had never been removed. In all cases where a veterin- 
ary surgeon gives evidence in court he should use every 
means at his disposal to ascertain the exact cause of the 
lameness. It is ible to think too much about 
symptoms and too little of the causes of disease. 

However, the question before them was, Can there be 
such a condition as mechanical lameness with freedom 
from pain? He had seen cases of absolute shortening 
without thickening of the flexor tendons in which there 
was freedom from pain, where the animal, unshod, goes 
upon its toe and is unable to put the heel on the ground. 

suitably shod it should be able to perform certain 
work without pain. 

Again, in cases of complete anchylosis of a joint re- 
sulting from inflammatory diseases, are there not some 
cf these cases which are fit for certain kinds of work? 

_He recommended all to read the paper of Col. Blenkin-- 
sop. It was good to discuss such matters and ex- 
change opinions, so that there need not be great variance 
when appearing in Court. He could not help feeling 
that undue prominence was given by the press to con- 
flicting evidence by veterinary surgeons, for there was 
= as much of it given by the legal and medical pro- 
ions. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME said that to his mind the whole 
question resolved itself into a juggling of terms. If a 
man makes a statement that there can be no lameness 
without pain, and the word lameness is synonymous 
with pain, then of course there cannot be lameness 
without pain. Ifthe word lameness be construed into 
an altered method of movement, into an altered action 
shortened, exaggerated, unequal or unusual, then 
there can be no doubt that, if that is the definition of 
lameness, there can be lameness without pain. 

It is perhaps well in looking at this subject to observe 
an animal that is found lame with pain and occasion- 
ally lame without pain. The higher animal, man, often 
gives these conditions, viz., an altered gait in some way 
or other with or without pain. Who has not noticed affec- 
tions in children from want or stunted development 
in the brain resulting in ne to move one or other 
leg, or if moved then brought along in a curious, exag- 

ted, jerky fashion ? hey had noticed cases of 
esions in the brain of the human subject caused by 
hsemorrhage or injury, the result being a peculiar move- 
ment of an arm or leg. A man may get a fractured 
limb resulting in a shortening of the limb. Is it sug- 
gested that the movement of that shortened limb is 
accompanied by pain? How many men have broken 
the flexor tendons of their fingers with results as 
marked or more marked than found in the lower 


animal? Isa Potts’ fracture, for instance, accompanied 
by pain? To his mind the idea is ridiculous, and con- 
ary to well-known fact. 


cases where, possibly, the cause could not be seen ex- 
ternally, further examination should be ‘made ;before 
action is taken. His experience was that conclusions 
were drawn too quickly, and to some extent their pro- 
fession was to blame for this. He thought it woud be 
well if some proposal could be made by the Association 
so that the public might be informed as to their con- 


clusions. 


Mr. Garnett thought that the best way of deali 


with the cases which came before the magistrates woul 
be to have a Veterinary Assessor, in the same manner as 
the Medical Assessor is appointed for cases of injury. 
The Society might take the initiative by bringing the 
matter before the Home Secretary in the form of a reso- 
lution as follows : “ That in the opinion of this Society 
and in the interests of justice it would be advisable to 
have a Veterinary Assessor attached to all Courts of 
Justice who might be called in to give an unbiassed 
opinion in disputed cases of lameness. 


Mr. McKryna makes it a rule that before deciding on 


the question of lameness the horse shall stand at least 
an hour for observation as-to whether there is the pain 
ascribed to it. Ringbone had been mentioned, and per- 
sovally he would like to see that term expunged from 
the list. He agreed with the suggestion of appointing a 
Veterinary Assessor. 


Mr.Carrer endorsed the remarks of previous speakers, 


He thought they could have ringbone without interfer- 
ence of articulation. 


Mr. SuMNER said the first thing to consider was what 


was lameness. He had no particular definition, but 
thought it meant interference with harmony of either 
flexion or extension of a limb. He thought they must 
admit that there could be lameness without pain ; but 
as to mechanical interference and lameness, probably 
with a view to getting an acquittal, the term of mecha- 
nical lameness was used. They could have manifest 
anchylosis of the lower phalanges without any serious 
defect of action. On this question of mechanical lame- 
ness it would be desirable in the interests of the 

fession to consult the Royal Society on the subject, 
acting in sympathy with them and not in antagonism. 


Where there is fixity of the lower phalanx without 


evidence of actual ag on progression, he had no hesi- 
tation in saying ti 
attended by pain. 


t it is mechanical lameness un- 
Mr. Hopkin pointed out that magistrates were at 


liberty to adjourn doubtful cases and get expert opinion 
on them. 


Mr. Prnuers advised caution and careful consideration 


in framing resolutions, as there were so many factors to 


be taken account of. 
Mr. WoLSTENHOLME said the point was—is there such 


a thing as interference in the symmetry of progression 


without pain. He thought it was indisputable that such 


a thing could exist. lt exists in the animal that can 
speak, and he believed also in the animal that could 


not speak. 
Mr. Martrinson, referring to the remarks of Mr, 


Sumner, wished to point out with respect to his de- 
finition of lameness that they could have an animal 
dead-lame without either flexion, extension or progresson. 
Mr, WairenkaD referred to the practice of the 
R.S.P.C.A. in Salford, more particularly in regard to their 
selection of veunongy surgeons for Court cases, 
Mr. Srent was of opinion that each case must be 
\ 
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taken on its merits in examining as to its suitability for 
work een freedom from pain. He thought o- fre- 
uently veterinary surgeons in carrying out such exa- 
vinations hardly subjected their patients to tests 
sufficiently drastic. It was wiped obvious that as a 
business proposition the only way of testing a horse 
was to apply to him as far as 
that which he would undergo in his ordinary work. 
That is to say, in the case of a horse which had to per- 
form hea —— work he should be put in harness 
and tested for that particular work, and not merely 
trotted or walked free from gears. 

The Presipent thanked Mr. Taylor for the admirable 
manner in which he had opened the discussion, and he 
desired to say that it was the outcome of a policy that 
he hoped their Council might be able to adopt, namely 
to look upon the quarterly meetings as meetings of serious 
pu He was hopeful that the Council would select 
in the future a subject for discussion at each meeting, 
and es might even go so far as to call upon an in- 
dividual member of the Society to take the responsi- 
bility of eitner reading a paper or opesiog a discussion 
on the subject selected. He certainly hoped—and did 
not think he would be disappointed, that this scheme 
would meet with the approval of all, and that if called 
upon they would readily respond. At the last meeting 
this had been done, and he thought the result was an 
unqualified success. With regard to that day’s discussion 
everybody would agree that it had been a 
———— and matters of much public interest had been 
brought forward by most of the speakers in an able and 
practical manner. 

The question of mechanical lameness was one affect- 
ing the politics of the profession very considerably, and 
he was certain that the dignity of the profession would 
be furthered considerably if the occasional unfortunate 
clashings of fessional evidence were less evident. 
He had been in police courts and heard on questions of 
absolute fact, and where he had seen the animal under 
consideration, one man denying what was evident to 
any layman. He could understand differences of opinion 
on matters of technical import. The moral standing of 
the profession is at stake, and some different line of 
action should be arrived at. If an assessor or assessors 
could be appointed to every Court where these cases are 
heard the interests of justice would be furthered, and 
also the interests of the profession. If resolutions were 
to be framed it would be better to frame them on that 
question. 

Mr. WarreHEaD proposed that the matter be referred 
to the Council to draft resolutions and submit them to 
the next meeting. Mr. McKinna seconded. 

The PrestpeNnt asked for some expression of opinion 
as to what kind of resolutions they wished to have 
framed. In the first place they might consider the re- 
commendation as to the appointment of Veterinary 
Assessors. Secondly, with regard to mechanical lameness. 

It was agreed to refer these two points to the Council. 

Mr. Lawson referred to his connection with the 
N.S.P.C.A., and more especially to the Local Committee 
of Management on which he acts. He said he had drawn 
attention to the fact that in the majority of examinations 
a certain veterinary surgeon was always called in, and 


he had s ted that the nearest surgeon to the acci- 
dent should be summoned. To some extent this had 
been adopted. 


_ Mr. WoLsTENHOLME pointed out that there were ob- 
— to this, as in his own case he did not desire to 

summoned to such and no doubt there were 
others like minded. It would be far better to have a 
salaried «fficial or officials appointed as municipal officers 
who would act quite independently and would not be 
affected by the number of cases arising. 


possible a test similar to book 


A vote of thanks to the Presiden 
Mr. McKi 


cKinna, seconded by Mr. Faulkner, was weet ho 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


Wooldridge, 
Herbert Sheather, W.S. 


G. Gordon, R. Brydon, W. Willis, W. Willett, W. 
Perryman, Charles Sheather, J. A. Gosling, C. A. W. 
Cunningham, Henry Gray, W. Roger Clarke, and Hugh 
A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitors. Messrs. W. Taylor, 8. C. Rowbotham, 
A. W. Noel Pillers, and W. H. Brown. 

On the motion of Mr. Butters, seconded by Mr. 
Almond, the minutes of the last general meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed. 


Morsip SPECIMEN. 


Prof. WootpripcE exhibited an enlarged prostate 
weighing 1?lb. which he had removed from a fourteen- 
year-old fox-terrier about 201b. in weight. The prostate 
which was cedematous, was the largest he had seen. 


ELECTION oF FELLOWs. 


The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
Fellows of the Society :—Messrs. A. E. ngster, 
M.R.C.V.S., 141 Finchley , N.; H. Keetine Roperts, 
M.R.C.V.8., Lanherne, Bexley Heath; H. ANDREws, 
M.R.C.V.8., Montague Street, Stones End, Borough, 8.E. 


THE PRESIDENT’s Report re PoLice. 


Gentlemen,—A _ deputation - consisting of Messrs. 
Hunting, Willett, McIntosh, and myself, Mr. Stewart 
being unavoidably absent, waited upon Sir Ed. Henry 
by appointment on March 13th, 1912. He having been 
called out of town, deputed Major Woodhouse to inter- 
view us. I made some opening remarks as follows :— 


March 13, 1912. 
Sir Edward Richard Henry. 

Sir,—As President of the Central Veterinary Society 
I beg to thank you for receiving this deputation of 
London Veterinary Practitioners. Our object is to point 
out some conditions which we think are unfair to 
owners charged with working an animal in an unfit 
state. 

Before entering upon details I should like to assure 
you that our profession is second to none in its admira- 
tion of the police, and that we recognise the absolute 
necessity of eens the Jaw for prevention of cruelty 
to animals. Our whole lives are devoted to allaying 
pain, and checking disease in domestic animals. 

But, sir, we see both sides of the question, and think 
it our duty to bring to your notice some methods of pro- 
cedure which cause increased suffering to horses, and 
not a little hardship to horse owners. 

It may be thought that our interests as general practi- 

tioners bias our opinions in favour of the defence, as 
the horse-owners are our clients. As a matter of fact 
no respectable veterinary surgeon desires to enter a 
court to defend cruelty ; I may go further, and say that 
very few of us care to join in the defence, even when we 
are convinced that no cruelty exists. Such a position 
seems to place us at once “on suspicion” and we enter 
a witness box with a feeling that our evidence is not 
received with the same impartiality as is meted out to 
the veterinary expert appearing for the police. 
_ Our calling, like all other others, has some bad men 
in it, and it is certain that in some cases a defence has 
been attempted when none honestly existed. 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 

wever, possesses disciplinary powers over men Who 


| A general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, ee 
on April 4th, Mr. R. J. Foreman, President, in 

the chair. The the attendance 

:—Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, D. Stewart, H. G. 

son, Prof. J. Macqueen, J. Willett, Profs G. H. = 

Parsons, 
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disgrace their profession ; and would only be too willing 
to act if a specific case could be brought forward with 
the assistance of the police. 

Assuring you, sir, of cur earnest desire to give every 
help in the suppression of cruelty, I now ask you to hear 
Mr. Hunting state some of the methods which we con- 
sider open to objection. 


Mr. Hunting took up the subject and with due 
deliberation stated our case in a very lucid manner. 
Messrs. Willett and McIntosh also contributed valu- 


‘able notes. 


The “= was very sympathetic, asking many ques- 
tions on different matters, pointing out that some of 
them were in the magistrates’ jurisdiction. 

He promjsed that the complaints seqerdia the 
* greenyard,” “exposure of animals,” and difficulty of 
owner's veterinary surgeon obtaining an inspection of, 
or in urgent cases treatmont of, an animal in a “ green- 
yard,” would be looked into and altered ; the other 
points to have due consideration. 

We formed the opinion that this was no idle or formal 
promise, but would be actually carried out, as the Major 
seemed to thoroughly understand the matter, we, Bo 
horseman himself, and, I believe has this part under his 
supervision. He impressed upon us the desirability of 
placing before them specific cases, saying that it was no 
use bringing up old ones as they could not be dealt with. 

I would suggest that we try to get owners to lodge 
complaints where there is a genuine grievance, and that 
we pre also complain, if we have grounds for it, on 
any important matter touching ourselves. The Major 
gp us to understand that there is not, or ought not to 

e, any special veterinary surgeon attached to a Court, 
but that the police ought to call the nearest available 
veterinary surgeon on their list, as in case of street acci- 
dents. This point, however, was not made too clear. 

On the whole we were satisfied with the interview, 
and hope there will be some favourable results to justify 
our action. 


Mr. Henry Gray read the following proposition :— 
Tue Royal VETERINARY COLLEGE AND ITS WorK. 


As I consider the matter I am about to bring before 
your notice to-night is of prime importance to practi- 
tioners in London and the Suburbs, and in fact to the 

rofession at large, I offer no apology in asking you to 
r with me for a short time while I put before you a 
few facts relating to it. 

No doubt you have recently read in the daily and 

rofessional papers that a deputation of Governors of 

e Royal Veterinary College waited upon the Minister 
of Agriculture, with the object of obtaining from the 
Government a sum of several thousand pounds to enable 
the College to build and equip certain necessary labora- 
tories, and also to supplement the salaries of its 
teaching staff. 

I certainly think, as no doubi all of you do, that the 

al Veterinary py should receive liberal financial 
aid from the State, so that it could be so equipped as to 
bring the teaching and the means of investigation up 
to the level of modern requirements ; or at least up to 
the level of the best veterinary institutions on the 


Continent. Agriculture is the greatest asset this| safe 


country has, yet I believe there is no civilised country 
in Europe where veterinary education and research is 
so starved as it isin England. 

So far I am in ment with the action of the 
Governors, but when I come to consider the manner in 
which the Governors conduct the College practice, and 
the bye-laws and regulations formulated by them in the 
interests of subscribers by whom they are appointed, I 
feel there is room for drastic reform. 


The sole object of the Royal Veterinary College when 


founded was for veterinary education. But as time 
went on and the original subscribers dropped out, a 
new type of subscribers replaced them whose motive 
generally for becoming a subscriber was a commercial 
one, ¢.¢., they subscribed purely for the purpose of 
obtaining veterinary advice and medicine at a special 
low rate, considerably lower than that of local veterin- 
ary practitioners, in in some instances at one-half, 
or even one-third their fees. I am informed that in 
certain cases medicines have been supplied under cost 
price. Again, anyone would know that it was impossible 
to keep a large dog, such as the Great Dane, for 5s, a 
week (without any allowance being made for treatm 

It may be said that this cutting down: practice. is 
for the purpose of obtaining material for the edtca- 
tion of the students ; but those of us with experience 
in London know that very low fees are not always an 
advertisement, and that those who are in a position 
to become subscribers are not likely to be influenced so 
vitally on a question of paying a reasonable fee. 

As an alternative, and 1 think a better one, J suggest 
the method of taking in animals only belonging to 
mer and getting subscriptions from the sentimental 
public. 

The proof of the neglect of this branch by the Royal 
Veterinary College is the establishment of “Our Dumb 
Friends’ League” Hospital and “The Animals’ Institute” 
Kinnerton Street. These institutions are supported by 
voluntary contributions, but the subscribers derive no 
personal benefit whatever. These institutions take in 
poor people’s animals for treatment. This point tells 
with the public. I am informed on very good authority 
that the Brown Institution had last year nearly, if not 

uite, as many patients as the Royal Veterinary College, 

eterinary students, under the will of the late Mr. Brown, 
have the right of pening the Institution and obtain- 
ing experience. So much for the material for the teach- 
students, > 

he London Hospitals for people are run by volun- 

tary contributions and the cnbaorioens have the privilege 
of giving letters of admission to the needy; and an 
people they may receive as paying patients are char, 
strictly according to their means. 

This brings me to the main point which I wish to 
bring before you : that is, the grave competition between 
the College and London practitioners ; and it is not 
solely the fact that a certain number of patients are lost 
annually to practitioners ; but the example set both to 
the public and to the young veterinary surgeon, starting 

e public naturally thinking that the skill of the 
College Professors is of a higher standard than that of 
an ordinary practitioner. Itis only fair to point out that 
all former students of the Royal Veterinary College have 
all the privileges of subscribers excepting a vote in the 
election of Governors ; and that Bye-law 11, states that 
“The Professors are not to examine horses as to sound- 
ness out of the College, nor visit sick animals (otherwise 
than in the course of investigating any such outbreak as 
aforesaid), except by special permission of the Principal 
or Professor in charge, and then only for the purpose of 
consultation with a veterinary surgeon, or with the 
object of removal of such horses or other animals to the 
Infirmary for treatment if this be found convenient and 


The Governors should consider the facts that the Col- 
lege has been supported mainly by our fees, i.e., those of 
us who were students there ; that when the Dublin and 
the Liverpool Veterinary Schools were founded the local 
practitioners were considered and the Colleges undertook 
not to enter into competition with them. I believe 
R.C.V.S. took a very great interest in these institutions 
at = igen ! 

e London surbur titioners are more 
numerous than those in the Army, Board of Agricultugs 
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in Ireland, Scotland or the Livespaal district, and yet 
not one Yaw pepo is represented directly or indirectly 


on the rd of Governors, although the latter include 
representatives of the Army and Board of Agriculture 
veterin services. 


Since the days of Coleman the Royal Veterinary Col- 
has always been suspicious of veterinary practi- 
tioners, one of the College bye-laws being that the num- 
ber of veterinary surgeons on the of Governors 
should not exceed five. - 

Now the question arises : should not a Society like 
this exert its influence in the interests of its members in 
order to get direct representation on the Board of Gov- 
ernors? The Governors have “full power and authority 
to alter, vary, break, and renew ” the bye-laws “ at their 
discretion,” (section 10 of the Charter of Incorporation). 

Are we going to meekly allow the College to obtain 
this grant from the Government and then to continue 
this competition, unfair now, because we when students 
supported the College to exist. ? 

sincerely hope this Society will consider this matter 
and, if necessary, decide to form a committee to approach 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons as the custo- 
dian of the interests of the profession, or the Governors 
of the Royal Veterinary College, or deal otherwise 
with the matter as they may think fit, even to the 
extent of sending a deputation to the President of the 
Board of Agriculture. : 

The Royal Veterinary College is no longer a n 
institution to the country, as there are several other self 
supporting ones that do not enter into competition with 
the practitioners. 

Mr. HunTING moved as an amendment that the com- 
munication be printed with the Minutes and put on the 
agenda of the next meeting for discussion. 

Mr. STEWART seconded the amendment, which was 
carried. 

The amendment was then put asa substantive motion, 
which was also carried. 


An IMPROVED METHOD IN THE TREATMENT OF CANKER 
oF THE Horse’s Foot. By A. W. Noét PrLuers, 
F.R.C.V.8. [See p. 676]. 


The PRESIDENT, in opening the discussion, said that 
in the case of a private practitioner canker was 4 diffi- 
cult disease to treat, as he rarely had the use of stocks, 
and, as Mr Pillers had said, it was impossible for a far- 
rier to hold the horse. He (the President) but very oc- 
casionally attempted to treat such cases: he generally 


the fact that some amount of time was involved in treat- 
ing the animals, a fact which did not appeal to the own- 
ers, who became impatient and refused to let the treat- 
ment be regularly applied. Consequently the matter 
was continually being put off, the result being a state of 
chaos, one not being alle to give that amount of regu- 
larity of treatment which was necessary. With 

to dressings, all sorts of dressings were used. Sometimes 
one dressing was not so good for a particular case as 
another. As he had said, although he had very much 
appreciated the essay, he failed to see where an y novelty 
came in other than the rolls to get a particular pressure. 
He did not say that was a bad method ; he thought it 
was a good one, but at the same time he should hesitate 
“ say that it was the only way to get pressure on the 
oot. 

Mr. ALMonp said the paper introduced one novelty, 
and so far as he knew only one—that was the pressure 
by means of rolls of tow. The other features of treat- 
ment he had himself employed at different times. He 
had used carbolic acid as well as other caustics with 
greater or less advantage ; and he noted that in the on 
case mentioned by the essayist in which the disease 
extended to the laminz to any great extent the animal 
was destroyed. Any other case of canker he thought 
might be treated fairly successfully by the ordinary 
modes of treatment ; that was to say, varying forms of 
caustic and pressure. He had successfully treated a 
many cases where the frog and perhaps a little of the 
sole or bars had been affected, without putting the horse 
out of work at all; in fact by the ordinary methods of 
treatment unless a horse was capable of continuing his 
work it was not usually worth treating—certainly not in 
country districts. To obtain pressure he had usually 
em a an iron plate of the same shape as the sole, 
with the transverse bars supporting it underneath the 
seated out “webb” of the shoe, and when treating an 
animal by the ordinary method of removing as much of 
the diseased horn as possible, he had always used as far 
as he could a hot iron for searing it before removal. His 
cases had generally taken a considerable time to cure, 
but except where the disease had extended to the laminz 
he had generally been successful after an_ indefinite 
length of time. Having got a comparatively dry surface 
by means of a hot iron, he generally painted the dis- 
eased portion of the foot with chloride of antimony, 
which caused an exudate from the soft horn, and the 
surface could be again dried by the application of the 
hot iron. That, with the introduction of powerful 


tried to get them passed on. When he was on the staff] astringents such as dried sulphate of zin¢ or sulphate of 


of the Great Eastern Railway Infirmary the practice 
then was to use crude carbolic acid and sulphates of zinc 
and copper with a padding of tow. Rolls of tow, as ex- 
hibited by Mr. Pillers were not used, but the pressure 
was obtained in a very similar manner by means of hoo 
iron. Ile found the great difficulty was in gettin all 
the cauliflower growth away, and in fact he had had but 
very little success in cases of canker. He should be 
very much inclined to uy Mr. Pillers’ new method, es- 
pecially if one could tell an owner that the treatment 
was only going totakea month. In that case he thought 
owners would be very willing to allow their animals to 
be treated. 

Mr SHeEaTHER, SENR., said he had been at some 
trouble to discover the actual novelty in the method of 
treatment other than the rolls of tow which gave the 
particular pressure. He himself had pursued the method 
of treatment indicated by the essayist wlth considerable 
success. He thought the secret of the whole thing was 
the unlimited amount of time given to the case, the reg- 
ularity of dressing, with the application of pressure, and 
the absolute control of the animal. He had treated 
some cases of canker very successfully and other cases 
very unsuccessfully. In those cases where he had been 
unsuccessful, the want of success was simply owing to 


copper, packed tightly with a covering of tow and tar, 
had generally been the methods he had adopted. 
Further, after the plate had been fixed in the way he 
had indicated to obtain pea, he filled up any cavit 
that existed by means of further plugging from the bac 
of the heel underneath the iron plate, which, extendin 
as it did some distance posteriorly to the frog, enabl 
him to fill it up with some blunt instrument like a piece 
of wood or iron. A small quantity of oil of tar was 
paeee into the heel between frog and plug daily. He 
ad seen many cases recover in which the age 8 was 
affected. He was referring to those cases which were 
sometimes described as neglected thrush, but which, if 
neglected, experience told would go on to exhibit the 
ordinary symptoms of canker. He had had such cases 
ants ng simply removing and redressing about once a 
ortnight. 

Whether there was any special virtue in the rolls of 
tow time and experience wonld show, but one might 
suppose that there would be a certain advantage in the 
use of them, inasmuch as they would admit of the pass- 
ing out of any moist exudate from the diseased surface. 
om would to some extent be prevented in a case 


where a plain iron plate was used under the surface of 
the foot ; and also there would be a certain amount of 
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motion between the rolls of tow which might have a 
beneficial influence. 

With regard to the greater frequency of canker he 
confessed it was not his experience of recent years that 
cauker was on the increase. Whether that was due to 
the fact of there being fewer horses he did not know. 

Mr. Burrers thanked Mr. Pillers for bringing this 
method of treatment before the Society, because although 
perhaps to some practitioners there was nothing very 
novel in it, yet it tended to arouse interest in the sub- 
ject. He had seen a good many cases of canker, and 
years ago he used to treat them in the old-fashioned 
way with the hot irons, chromic acid, solution of per- 
chloride of mercury and other strong caustics. He occa- 
sionally put an iron plate on in order to get pressure on 
the sole and also to enable the animal to work. This 
treatment, however, was not very successful. His col- 
league who used to assist him was an enthusiast upon 
the subject of canker, and some years ago had shown 
him a method of treatment which was somewhat similar 
to the one recommended that night by Mr. Pillers. The 
foot was thoroughly pared, all the loose and diseased 
pavees removed by the knife and the parts well cleaned. 

he ex parts were then dressed with a strong lini- 
ment of iodine, and boracic acid was du ted over the top. 
The foot was then packed tight with tow, strips of irons 
being used to keep it in place. The time occupied in 
curing each case varying according to the part affected. 
When the disease extended up the wall, especially at the 
heel, his colleague had a long shoe put on, pressure being 
applied by means of a bandage. That treatment seemed 
to answer very well. The length of time a horse was 
laid up was always a very important item in the treat- 
ment of canker. It was seldom less than two or three 
months when the disease extended to any degree over the 
sole and frog, and with ‘the exception of those cases 
where the wall was much involved, all recovered. There 
was no doubt that the antiseptic treatment and the use 
of mild dressings was the most successful way to treat 
canker. Another very important item in the treatment 
was the wy wpe of the dressing. His colleague dressed 
the horsés’ feet every ee | at the beginning of the treat- 
ment and for perhaps three or four pene: hy Tow was 
used very plentifully about the frog, but there was no 
special rolling. One point had struck him with regard 
to canker, namely, how very seldom it was seen in the 
better bred horses. He only recollected seeing one horse 
of that description suffering from canker, and that was a 
half-bred. The disease was nearly always confined to the 
heavier breeds of horses. A loose box was a very useful 
item in the treatment of a cankered foot, as was also 
the bedding used. One had to keep the bedding dry, 
and he thought sawdust or peat changed pretty 
frequently was about the best material for the purpose. 
r. R. Bennett said he himself had tried treatment 
on somewhat the same lines as those which were indi- 
cated in the paper on three or four cases. He was 
inclined to attribute the success of Mr. Pillers’ method 
to the use of indoform combined with the good method 
of pressure. He (Mr. Bennett) did not think strong 
caustics were advisable. The method of treatment he 
adopted was to thin the horn down as much as possible, 
wash with formaldehyde 40 per cent. solution, and then 
dress with equal parts of iodoform and tannic acid. The 
result in two cases, in the fore feet, was complete success 
in about a month. He had another bad case in the hind 
foot, nearly recovering but breaking out afresh, and in 
which, also, the fore feet were sahotauuatty affected. 
That animal was sold. The cases were very few to form 
any opinion upon at aaa ge but they rather bore out 
what Mr. Pillers had found, and they also showed that 
these cases in which the fore feet were affected were 
more hopeful of treatment than those in which the hind 


he did. It seemed to him that getting a pressure all 
over the sole was very difficult, and in the specimen of 
the foot which had been passed round the table he 
noticed that the pressure was not very good just at the 
base of the frog. He would also like to inquire if any 
member of the Society had ever used pure metallic 
mercury in the treatment of canker. He knew a black- 
smith who hid a very great reputation for treating 
canker, and certainly to his own knowledge the man had 
had a great many successes. He had been told that the 
man’s method was to thin the horn down and treat with 
pure mercury, 
Prof. Wooprurr desired to thank Mr. Pillers for 
the careful clinical observations and records of the cases 
he had treated. There was a good deal too much loose 
thinking, loose speaking, and loose writing at veterin 
meetings with regard to results which had been obtained. 
Mr. Pillers had made careful observations, and he had 
given the members the benefit of those exact observa- 
tions onall his cases. Practitioners wanted information 
on all cases and wanted to know all about them, and that 
is what they had had that night. Consequently he 
thought Mr. Pillers’ results justified him in saying there 
was perhaps some novelty in his particular treatment, 
He questioned whether many members in the room, if 
they were honest and brought all their cases of canker 
to the criticism of a meeting, could produce 21 or 22 
consecutive cases with anything like the gond results 
which the essayist had put before them. Whether it 
was the rolls of tow, or the carbolic, or the iodoform, he 
(Prof. Woodruff) did not know ; he rather thought it 
was a combination of those three things, combined with ~ 
absolute perseverance in dressing. e novelty of the 
treatment was in the result, and that surely was the 
best novelty one could get for any treatment. He de- 
sired to point out that Mr. Pillers did not dress too 
frequently. He (Prof. Woodruff) was quite satistied 
there was such a thing as over zeal in treatment. Takin 
a skin disease in a dog for example, if one treated wit 
something fairly caustic and corrosive very often, a 
chronic disease which would take a good deal of getting 
rid of would be obtained, but if one applied something 
mild, like lime water and Pyeuinn, the malady would be 
cured in half the time. The same might be true of 
canker ; one could overdo the caustic and also the 
frequency of the dressing. With regard to the parti- 
cular stocks which had been used in Mr. Abson’s cases, 
Mr. Abson had showed him the stocks two or three 
years ago, and he was bound to say that they struck him 
at that time as being the best stocks he had ever seen, 
and an gt item was that they were comparatively 
cheap. Mr. Abson had assured him that after consider- 
able experience he had had no accidents, and that the 
stocks were quite safe. He would like to know from 
Mr. Pillers if he advised the removal of the shoe at 
every dressing. He took it from the make of the shoe 
that he did not, but he would like some information on 
that point. Mr. Bennett had raised an interesting point 
about pure a ter He (Prof. Woodruff) should have 
thought that the blacksmith—another name for mercury 
being quicksilver—would have had a difficulty in getting 
it on the spot, but apart from that the man might easily 
have rubbed it down with chalk and obtained. the 
ordinary grey powder of the Pharmacopeeia. He thought 
probably that.that was what the man did. This rather 
seemed to lend coreces to Jowett’s theory, that canker 
was due to a spirochete, for syphilis in man, due to a’ 
agers was acted upon most efficiently by mercury. 

hat seemed to him an interesting point with regard tu 
the use of mercury in canker. 

Mr. W. Hunttne said he did not rise to discuss the 

per but merely to thank Mr. Pillers for bringing it 

orward. He had done so in such a lucid manner that 


feet were aftected. He should like to know a little more 
about how Mr. Pillers rolled the tow to get the pressure 


he (Mr. Hunting) could not’ but think that probably t 
lucidity exactness was applied by the 
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who had been ing the cases so successfully. His 
own experience of canker had been that, after different 
periods of treatment extending up to ten months, all the 
cases had ended in the same way—miserable failures. He 
noticed that in Mr. Pillers’ cases it was an assistant in 
each instance who had treated the animals. If one treated 
the cases oneself every three days, one was never free 
-from the odour, and it was just the sort of job an assis- 
tant ought to take on. He did not think anybody else 
but an assistant would take it on if he could get out of 
-it. One thing about the treatment was very clear, 
namely, whether the packing or the dressing had much 
to do with the cure, the very greatest exactitude had 
been followed. In the paring of the sole, in takiny care 
that there was. nothing left under-run, in the treating of 
the whole surface, and in the packing, everything seemed 
to point to great exactness ; and exactness in detail was 
-the secret of rach all good surgery. He did not know, 
however, even with the rather enticing method of treat- 
-ment which Mr. Pillars had brought forward that even- 
ing, with its equally enticing results, he would ever 
tackle a case of canker again. 
Pror. Macqueen said Mr. Pillers had asked the 
-members to discuss his treatment and to criticize it, 
otherwise he would not have felt inclined to have inter- 
vened in the discussion. To begin with he found fault 
with the paper because it did not give sufticient inform- 
-ation as to the nature of the cases treated. That was a 
. very important point in connection with the treatment 
of canker. The impression which had been conveyed 
to him by the paper was that Mr. Pillers had had only 
one genuine case of canker. Those cases which had been 
quoted with a cheesy discharge on the sole and frog were 
commonly called cases of canker, but they were not the 
kind of cases which required exceptional treatment. 
And, strange to say, the case of canker which had exten- 
ded beneath the wall was the only case of the num- 
ber which had been unsuccessful and which had to 
be slaughtered. He doubted if Mr. Pillers’ cases of can- 
ker were typical, because they were restricted to the sole 
and frog, with one exception, and the cankered tissue, 
-or whatever Mr. Pillers liked to call it, was removed by 
scraping. He (Prof. Macqueen) said that if one was 
dealing with genuine canker. one could not properly 
scrape off the cankered tissue because it was too fleshy 
and vascular. But apart altogether from the features 
of the disease Mr. Pillers had been treating, he failed to 
find any novelty in the method. The title of the paper 
was to the effect that it was an improved method. fie 
agreed with Mr. Hunting and with all those who had 
ken in the same tone that the improved method was 
ae re in the personal energy of the individ- 
ual, and he gave Mr. Pillers and Mr. Chadwick all the 
credit they deserved in that respect. The man who suc- 
ceeded in treating canker successfully was the man who 
devoted himself to his case. Mr. Pillers mentioned the 
:shoe, the straps, the bandage and so on, and a great deal 
made of rolls of tow. What else had there been 
in years gone by but tow with which to dress cankered 
feet 1 How were cankered feet treated 


upon a new m 
o disease of the horse’s foot had been more frequently 
experimented with, and he maintained that there was 
nothing novel in the method of treatment, with the 
exception that Mr. Pillers rolled his tow in a most artis- 
tic manner and was entitled to all the credit for the way 
in which he managed those rolls. With to car- 
- bolic acid, ever since its introduction that acid had been 
-one of the acknowledged remedies for canker, but like a 


in fact he had been inclined to do so, because in the con- 
cluding remarks of his paper he placed more faith 
in the powder which was applied to the foot than in car- 
bolic acid. Mr. Pillers deserved the Society’s thanks 
for the trouble he had taken in the preparation of his 
per, in the collation of cases, and for the very excel- 
ent way in which he had submitted the whole of the 
facts. He (Prof. Macqueen) regretted he could not say 
that he found any novelty in the treatment. His experi- 
ence of canker was that irrespective of the avent em- 
loyed, if one desired to succeed in curing canker one 
to give the case one’s personal attention. 

Mr. Gray thought one point had been overlooked, 
namely, that Mr. Pillers had resuscitated an old treat- 
ment. As time went on, when newer generations of 
veterinary surgeons came along they overlooked or were 
ignorant of the old treatment and went in for something 
new. He thought that was a very strong point in 
favour of Mr. Pillers’ paper, that it resuscitated the old 
treatment which was much superior to many of the 
more modern methods. He quite agreed with the 
remarks of Mr. Sheather and Prof. Macqueen. When 
he (Mr. Gray) was at the Royal Veterinary twenty-eight 
years ago it was the emphatic teaching of Sir George 
Brown that the principal factor in the treatment of 
canker was pressure. He known canker to be cu 
with quick lime, and also with formalin, but in those 
cases pressure was also adopted. The last case of 
canker he had ever treated was with formalin. He pnt 
pure formalin on the sole and packed it up with tow 
and then forgot all about it for four or fivedays. When 
he next saw the case the whole of the sole was dried up, 
so much so that the horse had to be killed. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE desired to add his meed of thanks 
to Mr. Pillers for the very lucid manner in which he had 
brought the subject before the — He knew 
one gentleman in the Midlands who had told him 
just recently that he was actually pleased when he 
saw a case of canker coming into his yard becanse 
he could guarantee a cure in nineteen cases out of 
twenty. The line of treatment which he practised 
was Mualcolm’s, and personal application. He (Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge) had been particularly interested 
in hearing that gentleman say so, because in previous 
years the father of that practitioner had always consigned 
cases of canker to the knacker. There had been there- 
fore a complete change of front, due simply and sole 
to the personal -application of Malcolm’s line 
treatment. 
In the milder cases of canker which he (Prof. Woold- 
ridge) had lately come across—he was glad to say there 
se phn been very many—the line of treatment had 
adopted, after rete under-run horn and applying 
the actual cautery, been a first dressing of sub- 
chloride of mercury with as much pressure as he could 
possibly get with tow and hoop iron — somewhat 
in the same way as Mr. Pillers’ method, except that he 
was not able to get his numerous rolls of tow so tightly 
Following the sub-chloride of mercury, salicylic 
acid and oxide of zinc, 1 in 4, applied every second day, 
preceded by the very cautious use of the actual cautery 
where di appeared, had been his routine treat- 
ment, and he met with more success than he had 
dared hoped for at the commencement of the treatment. 
Mr. SHEATHER said in confirmation of Mr. Gray's 
remarks about reviving an old treatment, he saw Mr. 
George South of Bond Street, over forty years ago, use 
Malcolm’s treatment in canker. 

Mr. J. Witiert said that no doubt some older prac- 
titioners knew something of the treatment under dis- 
cussion, but yonnger practitioners had often tried with- 
out success to treat cases of canker. He agreed that 
there was nothing new in the dressing, but the whole 
secret of the treatment. which Mr. had t 


it was not a specilic, and he 


‘great 
-supposed ers.would find that it was not a specific ; 


forward was the graduated rolls of tow from the size of 
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- form pressure over the whole surface of the foot is 
gained, and which gives with the foot when its weight| but unfortunately he was not able to fin 
rolls of tow in Prof. Axe’s work. It.turned out that the 


practitioner mentioned by Mr. Butters treated the cases 


’ He did not maintain that treatment by carbolic acid was 
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rolls were pressed in they dovetailed in so that a uni- 


is pressed on it. He thought that was the whole secret 
of the success of the treatment. 


- a straw to the size shown on the outside. When the| privately said to him thatthere was nothing novel about 
the treatment, and he had-asked that gentleman to give 


him a reference. Mr. MacCormack had ~~ him one, 


references to 


Mr. Pruxers, in reply, said that the President’s method | with iodine and boracic acid, and the treatment had 


of treatment with carbolic acid, sulphate of zinc an 


practitioners in his, Mr. Pillers’, district before the 
method dealt with in the essay had been discovered. 


d| lasted in some cases for two or three months. By apply- 
- padding was one which had been tly adopted by the | ing the treatment he (Mr. Pillers) had brought forward 

that evening the case got better in a very much quicker 
time and that was where the treatment became econo» 
mical. With regard to Mr. Butters’ remarks about 


The President had remarked that the padding was not 
canker being confined to the heavy breeds of horses, he 


put in rolls, but was used simply as a pad. He intended 
to refer to that point later on in his reply, and would 
therefore pass on. 

Mr. Sheather’s remarks were chiefly directed to an 
attempt to show that the method of treatment men- 
tioned in the essay was not a new one. He (Mr. Pillers) 
found that directly he mentioned the treatment to 
veterinary surgeons they always said it was as old as the 
hilis, but he would very muc 
some literature wherein it had been definitely stated that | d 


was unable to offer any explanation on that, but the 
point was a little bit wide of the subject. 


Mr. Bennett had said that he had seen a somewhat 


similar treatment us the one mentioned in the paper and 
that he thought pressure and iodoform play | im- 
one 


rtant parts. It was a very peculiar thing that 


ooked up the records of canker one would see every now 
like them to show him |and then iodoform being put forward as a very important 


rug, and ibly there might be something in it. He 
Bennett's remarks about metallic mercury. 


the rolls of tow were rolled up as hard as a pen-holder| noted Mr. 


and that they had been used in the way which Mr. Chad- 
wick had advised. The ordinary conception that a 


With regard to stocks, Mr. Abson’s stocks were ex- 


cellent. He had seen many horses in them and he had 
nothing but praise for them. Prof. Woodruff had asked 


veterinary surgeon had of using tow in rolls was just to c 
if the shoe was removed. He thought in all Mr. Abson’s 


pnt them up loosely and push them in. In Mr. Chad- 
wick’s case the tow was rolled as hard as a penholder, 
and that, he (Mr. Pillers) maintained, was the novelty. 


cases it was removed, and he (Mr. Pillers) always re- 
moved it because of the difficulty of manipulating knives, 
He thanked Mr. Hunting for his kind rewarks, and with. 
regard to the smell which hung about one, he trusted 


@ new thing: nor was the pressure new, but just the way 
that Mr. Hunting had not noticed that he had been 


of getting it. Mr. Sheather also seemed to think that 


enough mention had not been made of the great neces- | dressing a case of canker that very morning. 


sity for time, restraint and regulerity, but he would 
point out that he had said in the paper: “ More im-|I 
portant than these articles are plenty of uninterrupted 
time and a strong liking for thorou-hness,” and that 
the seventh thing which was required was “absolute feot 


restraint, preferably by means of stocks.” different 


Mr. Almond differed a little from Mr. Sheather by | When he ) 
what Prof. Macqueen said as being gospel truth, but 


now he felt inclined to ask the Professor why he did net 


saying that there was one novelty in the treatment and 
one only, namely, the rolls of tow, The various methods 


He thanked Prof. Macqueen for his valuable criticism, 
t reminded him very wuch of what Prof. Macqueen 


used to say at College: “If when you go into the 
examination and they ask you certain questions, answer 
as the examiners desire, and when you come out have @ 


opinion if you think they are really wrong,” 
aM r. Pillers) was at College he always took 


which Mr. Almond had used with success had been used|expound at College the treatment which had 


by others with success at times, and without success at 
other times. The iron plate was a common method of 
treatment, as was also the hot iron, but if they were 
compared—assuining of course that a mistake had not 
been made in the diagnosis—side by side with the treat- 
ment he had mentioned in his paper, one would be ab- 
-solutely convinced that the latter was far and away the 
best method. Mr. Almond had mentioned that he had 
been successful “after an indefinite length of time.” If 
one used the method which he (the Author) had outlined 
one could be a little more definite than that, and say 
that the cases would recover in from six to eight weeks. 


mentioned in the paper, if it was so old. With regard 
to Mr. Chadwick’s cases not being cases of genuine 
canker, it was of course quite possible to. produce six or 
seven veterinary surgeons who had seen the cases 

who would say that they were canker, and then to pro- 
duce one who had not seen them to say they were not, 
but as he (Mr. Pillers) had pointed out in the last part 
of his paper, he had provided for that contingency, and 
had moreover not mentioned any symptoms. ‘These 
were cases that, had they not been mentioned in this 
paper, he thought Prof. Macqueen would have agreed 
that they were cases of canker. Possibly Prof. Macqueen 


hought they were not cases of canker because they were 


Mr. Almond also mentioned the drugs he had used, |t a 
not up the wall. He (Mr. Pillers) took it that canker 


starting with the ordinary caustics and ending with 
chloride of antimony, sulphate of zinc, sulphate of 


copper, tar, chloride of zinc and so on—quite a number| it had gone to the wall. 
only case that looked like a true case of canker was the 


one which had gone up the wall and which had been 
killed. He had not described that one’s symptoms any 


of agents of the Pharmacopcea. He would point out 
that in the treatment under discussion only three agent= 
were necessary. With regard tv Mr. Almond’s theory 


must start somewhere, and “~ it could exist before 
rof. 


ueen had said the 


that the rolls allowed the exudate to escape, it would be | more fully than the other cases. 


found that after they had been applied they did stop the 


Prof. MacQuEEN, interposing, said it depended on the 


exudate from escaping, but they stopped it from escaping | lesions, and that was what he objected to—the 
from the cells. It did not escape from the cells and | was not described. ? é 
Mr. Prtuers, continuing, said. With regard to Prof. 


then pass through the rolls of tow. The pressure which 


Macqueen’s remarks about the rolls of tow not 


could be put on by means of the rolls stopped the 
new, he had seen cankered cases dressed under 


exudate from coming out of the diseased tissue, and that 


ueen’s instructions, but never in one had the 


is where he thought the question of pressure and | Macq 
: pee hard rolls similar to those on the foot which he had 


always had been such an important one. 


round that evening been used by the Professor. 


With rd to Mr. Butters’ remarks, he would ask a 
be h had hen Prof. Macqueen mentioned something which a 


him for the names of the places where he seen the 


treatment used. Mr. Butters had said that there was| called postulates. He would like to remind him 
MacCormack had € in the 


nothing novel in it, and Mr. 


also’ the postulates were mentioned in the paper quite 
\ 
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a different heading, and that the term “ postulate” was 
extracted from Mr. Caulton Reeks’ book. The things 
which Prof. Macqueen had called postulates were what 
he had mentioned under “ Apparatus required.” That 
Mr. Chadwick had derived the treatment from tradi- 
tions handed down, he (Mr. Pillers) was unable to say, 
bnt he could aver that canker had been common in 
Sheffield and Manchester, and that very little could be 
done for it except by a prolonged treatment extending 
over six or seven months, with hot irons, and that 
then Mr. Chadwick gradually came upon his mode of 
treatment with very successful results, so that he (Mr. 
Pillers) thouzht although possibly it might have been 
handed down from tradition, it was certainly new to 
Mr. Chadwick. He was fairly satisfied that nobody 
had shown conclusively that the hard rolls of tow had 
ever been used before. He thanked Prof. Macqueen for 
his remarks abont the rolls being artistic, but he must 
differ from him there, because he thought that they were 
very straight and plain. Further he must say that he 
did not fasten his faith at all on the powder. What he 
did think important was pressure. 
He thanked Mr. Gray for his remarks, Perhaps Mr. 
Gray would send him the reference where he could see 
that = tow had been rolled up as hard as pieces of 
nci 
eer Gray said he had never said that. 
Mr. Prtxters, in conclusion, thanked the members 
for the very hearty discussion which they had given to 


paper. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Intosh, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Pillers for his essay, and the meeting terminated. 


Hue A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


= 


A Judge on Doctors. 


At Clerkenwell Connty Court on Wednesday, 17th 
inst., at the close of the evidence in a case under the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act, Judge Cluer said the 
matter would have to go to one of the medical referees 
appointed by the Home Secretary. 

“T have heard the evidence of the doctors,” said his 
Honour. “One has told me that the workman’s condi- 
tion is owing to the old injury of last year. The doctor 
on the other side has said the opposite, so I must refer 
it to somebody else.” 

Continuing, his Honour remarked, “We have to pnt 
much confidence in doctors; but the fact that they 
come into a court to give evidence on either side is not 
creditable to the members of the profession. They can- 
not be giving their evidence honestly. They will come 
and say anything because they think we are fools.” 
—Daily Telegraph. 


The importation of dead larks to market by the 
hundredweight is an indictment for which there is no 
answer, either in thir plenty or our needs. The Mem- 
ber for Peterborough put the question on no senti- 
mental grounds, and we think the Board of Agriculture 
might take it vp on the score of material value, for the 
bird is worth his weight in gold as an insect killer All, 
the Board replied was that the matter rests with chief 
constables and county councils, and this, to our mind, 
is not enough. We cannot wait for the official or 
semi-official mind to be percolated with facts which the 
Department of Agriculture has at its finger ends. What 
we want is to use knowledge at headquarters for the 

rvation of a bird which is, first of all, a boon to 


Scoring Pisg. 


Alfred Gosmore, pig dealer, Tarvin Bridge, near 
Chester, was summoned at Mold for cruelty to pigs. An 
inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. said he saw the defendant 
ata Mold anction with five pigs which were cut and 
bleeding. There was a wound right across the loin of 
each pig, varying in size from three to five inches in 
length. ‘Gosmore admitted he had cut the pigs with the 
sharp end of a pair of scissors, and added that he was 
aware it was an offence to “score” pigs in that way. 
Defendant, in a letter to the court, said the practice of 
“scoring” pigs was extensively carried on, ——— in 
Ireland. The Inspector said the Board of Agriculture 
had made known several other methods of marking, and 
there was no necessity for the cruel practice. The 
defendant was fined 2s. for each pig and the costs,’ 
—Farm and Home. 


Trespassing Animals. 


In a case at Shoreditch County Court in which a 
Dalston tailoress claimed 10s. against a neighbour, the 
valne of a vase broken bya cat, Judge Cluer found for 
the defendant. He observed that the law was odd 
with reference to animals. Owners of wild animals were 
liable, and the owner of a horse or ox that tres 
and damaged a neighbour’s field was also liable. But 
the owner of a cat or dog could not be muleted in 
damages for trespass, though the owner of a dog which 
bit a sheep could. 


Lonpon Cart Horse Parape.—Arrangements are 
completed for holding the 27th Annnal Parade of 
London Cart Horses in Regents Park on Whit- Monday 
May 27th. All drivers competing in the Parade will 
receive a prize. Entry forms and full particulars can be 
obtained from the Secretary at the Society’s offices, 
12, Hanover Square, London, W. 


Dr. Ropert Kerr, in his recent book, Morocco =~ 
twenty-five years, states that the Jews rarely suffer from 
phthisis; tuberculous animals are common, and are 
sold to the Moslems when the Jewish slaughterer has 
pronounced them unfit food for the chosen race. 


OBITUARY. 
Vet.-Mas. D. M. GuapsTong, late a.v.o. 
Graduated, Edin: April, 1874. 


Major Gladstone died on April 11th, at Goolds Hill, 
Mallon, Co. Cork, from heart failure. His age was 62 
years. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 

' War Orrice, WHITEHALL, April 22. 
Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps. 
aoe (on probation) B. R. Body is confirmed in his 

rank. 


Capt. F. W. F. Thomas arrived from India in trans- 
rt “Rohilla” on 17th inst. and has been posted to 
oolwich for duty. 

Lieut. (on probation) R. F. Stirling has been trans- 


ferred from Aldershot to Bulford for duty at that 


ers,*and then the other things shall be added unto | station. 


us—the grace of a creature which other nations envy us, 
and the everlasting rapture of this small seraph 


Capt. B. L. Lake arrived from South Africa in 8.8. 


the | “ Balmoral Castle” on 20th inst., having been granted 


fields.—Pall Mall Gazette. six months leave of absence to the United Kingdom, 
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Prof. J. A. GiLRuTH who has'been recently sent north 
to Port Darwin to reign over Australia’s tropics as, w 
one critic of the man has called “the Scotch Czar,” has 

ready reached the Northern Territory with his wife 
and family. 

“The territory has been damned_by Gs ate , and 
never been given a show,” he said just before he left 

dney to take up his post. “It is five times the size 
of New Zealand, and yet the whole population numbers 
ony, 1264. There is not one bullock to the square mile, 
and but one European to every 450 square miles. The 
em ptiness of the country is astounding and inexplicable.’ 


VIVISECTION AND THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION. 


Sir, 
The letter of Pate, J.p., opens up @ subject’ that might 


well occupy more of the attention of amateur and profess- |' 


ional preventers of cruelty. The tolerably frequent use of 
irritating substances to irritable and sensitive spots is well- 
known to most veterinary surgeons who have practised 
even for a short time. The two chief factors in the per- 
petrating of mal-treatment are ignorance and parsimony. 
Perhaps more human beings consider themselves capable 
of treating animal ailments than human diseases, but even 
in the latter case the faith-healer and the dabbler often try 
their hand on aserious job. Toalter the state of things 


ignorance must give way to enlightenment, but how can 


you expect scientific knowledge in a numskull whose envi- 
ronment is utterly commonplace and his every-day work 
based on a bad rule of thumb procedure. Besides, many 


’ men keep and work a horse who cannot keep themselves. 


Until horseownership is fixed on an income basis there will 
always be a tendency to look on an animal as an inanimate 
machine that only wants oiling or lubricating occasionally 
with some cheap muck, 


To overcome the parsimonions trait it is necessary to: 
spread the knowledge that remedies are sold by the veteri-. 
nary surgeon often at a less price than by the proprietary: 
medicine vendor, and that a call at the surgery may enable’ 
helpful advice to be given in addition. Advertising that all’ 
veterinary surgeons supply medicine would be & counter- 
blast to the unblushing advertisements of the patent 
medicine vendor, and the wheedling ways of the itinerant 
quack-remedy traveller, and the shop displays of bottles 
and packets at shows. At present for the professional man 
to fight against these is like beating the wind. a 

If knowledge of the veterinary surgeon's field were more 
widely spread we should not hear so much about irritating 
applications being made to inflamed structures, evil-smell- 
potent drugs being given to canine patients, whitening and 
vinegar being used to cover open sores (on the principle that 
hiding an evil cures it, especially if it is cloaked in white),. 
pepper and onions to make mares urinate, and elementary 
applications for mange that kill the skin as well as the 
parasite. 

Amateur treatment without a guiding head is often 
followed by a police court prosecution, and vinegar and 
whitening at a cost of twopence may eventually work out 
at 15/- an ounce. 

The remedy is the spreading of knowledge that veterinary 
surgeons are reasonable men who wish to help those who. 
consult them—that they are not all ‘‘on the make’’ to the 
uttermost farthing, and that a timely call on them may 
often hinder much future trouble and expense. : 

The difficulties in the matter are apparent, and to none 
more so than to the veterinary surgeon. himself, the reme- 
dies are not hard to indicate, but their adoption can only 
result largely by altering temporary fundamental conditions 
and by spreading the light: und epistles to the public press 
like those of Pate, 3.p., do good and help to clear the way. 
faithfally, 

G. Mayan, M.R.C.v.8. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders * WV 

and-Mouth ineludi Parasitic Swine Fever. 

Di (including Mange. 

Period Outbreaks Animals Farcy) - 

eriod. 

_ | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- {| Ani- | Out- Out- | Slangh- 

lbreaks| mals. [breaks mals. |breaks mals. breaks breaks. tered. 

Gr. BRITAIN. } et 
Week ended April 20} 15 ' 16 1 3 €2 96 2 76 945 

‘ 1911} 21 8} 14 2 62 828° 
| 191¢ 82 35 7| 4) 18 | 
1 | 41 7 8 4? 
Total for 16 weeks, 1912] 375 425 55 | 12911707 | 38896] 148] 1015 | 12924 
7 1911 } 320 370 1 18 67 | 210 289 677 7187 
woe | 1910 497 612 114 294 297} 359 | 2937 
pe 1909 454 640 199 | 807 299] 470 | 4406 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 23, 1912. 


* Counties affected, animals attacked: London 3. 


Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended April20 | ... 4 13 9 98 
304) ...... see 8 8 9 
Corresponding Week in 1910... 3 7 1 76 
1909 ... one oes soe 1 5 
Total for 16 weeks, 1912 1 1 ons 81 234 83 668 

Corresponding period oes ove ore 

. Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 22, 1912 

Nozsz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As or Exposed to Infection 
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